




Community Geothermal
Central Hudson’s new pilot project in Poughkeepsie aims to demonstrate 

the potential of a shared geothermal energy network
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Central Hudson submits  
initial pilot plan.

Feasibility study completed.
Final proposal submitted.

Proposal approved. Engineering  
& design phase begins.

Customer outreach & enrollment begins.  
First construction contracts initiated.

Construction continues, including  
underground and building infrastructure.

Construction complete. 
Customers connected. 

Full operation & management of project. 
Start of performance monitoring.

Central Hudson’s Community Geothermal project is an innovative 
initiative to bring sustainable, affordable, and efficient energy solu-
tions to the City of Poughkeepsie, NY. This pilot project will test the 
viability of networked geothermal heating and cooling technology, 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and provide benefits to the local 
community.

What is a Community Geothermal?
Community Geothermal is a district energy system that uses 
underground geothermal loops to provide heating and cooling 
to mulitple buildings. Instead of each building having its own 
self-contained geothermal HVAC system, the network distributes 
energy through a shared, closed-loop system.

About the Poughkeepsie Project
Central Hudson, along with the other six largest New York State 
utilities, was asked in 2022 by the state Public Service Commission 
to propose at least one thermal energy network pilot. 

• The Department of Public Service approved Central Hudson’s
proposed pilot project in October of 2024.

• The project features 14 non-residential and 5 residential
buildings in downtown Poughkeepsie, including and adjacent
to the Youth Opportunity Union.

• Participation among building owners is voluntary.
• Those who choose to participate will benefit from new HVAC

infrastructure in their buildings; installation funded by the utility.
• Central Hudson will be conducting outreach to property own-

ers and residents within the neighborhood before and through-
out the duration of the project.

• Project construction will begin once designs are approved by
the Public Service Commission, with the geothermal network
expected to start serving customers in 2027.
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Learn more and sign up to receive future updates at 
CentralHudson.com/CommunityGeothermal.


	Doc. 6. B Community Geothermal Pilot Program.pdf
	Binder1.pdf
	CH_CG_Letter of Intent


