


Library standards variance 

Standard #8: Maintains a facility to meet community needs, as outlined in the library’s long-range 

plan of service, including adequate space, lighting, shelving, seating, power and data 

infrastructure, and a public restroom.  

D. R. Evarts Library accessibility 

The D.R. Evarts Library is currently unable to provide programming to address all 

community needs due to its inaccessibility; any mobility challenged residents or 

caregivers with strollers are unable to participate in our extensive calendar of programs 

at the library because they can’t access the building.  

Over the past five years, we have been working feverishly toward our goal of library 
accessibility for all. We have made progress with renovations of an accessible restroom 

and built an exterior ramp. However, the ramp currently leads to nowhere as the 
planned small addition with an elevator construction has yet to be complete. 

Indispensably together, the ramp, addition, & elevator would allow all patrons access to 

our library as well as our program room. The skyrocketing costs of the pandemic have 
financially set us back. We are frantically fundraising to building up matching capital 

funds for the upcoming library construction grant to cover the cost of the construction 
necessary to make our library accessible. We are determined to find the funding needed 

to make the D.R. Evarts Library able to offer all its programs to all its residents.  With our 

total library budget of $150,000, our economically depressed community can’t support a 

bond for a project of this size.  Our fundraising efforts include private donations and 
foundations to acquire the necessary 25% match for the 2023-2024 library construction 

grant.  While we have been reaching out to our local, state and federal representatives 
for additional help, we have not found success thus far. 

Due to the elongated cycle for government-sponsored grants, we won’t have the 
necessary funds to complete this project until the end of 2024.  This aggressive date 

assumes the 2023-2024 library construction grant offer is sufficient.  Without a full 75% 

2023-2024 library construction grant offer, the project could take several more years 

while we continue to build additional matching funds. 





Library standards variance 

Standard #9: Provides programming to address community needs, as outlined in the library’s long-

range plan of service.    

 

D. R. Evarts Library accessibility  

 

The D.R. Evarts Library is currently unable to provide programming to address all 

community needs due to its inaccessibility; any mobility challenged residents or 

caregivers with strollers are unable to participate in our extensive calendar of programs 

at the library because they can’t access the building.  
 

Over the past five years, we have been working feverishly toward our goal of library 

accessibility for all. We have made progress with renovations of an accessible restroom 

and built an exterior ramp. However, the ramp currently leads to nowhere as the 

planned small addition with an elevator construction has yet to be complete. 
Indispensably together, the ramp, addition, & elevator would allow all patrons access to 

our library as well as our program room. The skyrocketing costs of the pandemic have 
financially set us back. We are frantically fundraising to building up matching capital 

funds for the upcoming library construction grant to cover the cost of the construction 

necessary to make our library accessible. We are determined to find the funding needed 
to make the D.R. Evarts Library able to offer all its programs to all its residents.  With our 

total library budget of $150,000, our economically depressed community can’t support a 

bond for a project of this size.  Our fundraising efforts include private donations and 
foundations to acquire the necessary 25% match for the 2023-2024 library construction 

grant.  While we have been reaching out to our local, state and federal representatives 

for additional help, we have not found success thus far. 

 

Due to the elongated cycle for government-sponsored grants, we won’t have the 
necessary funds to complete this project until the end of 2024.  This aggressive date 

assumes the 2023-2024 library construction grant offer is sufficient.  Without a full 75% 

2023-2024 library construction grant offer, the project could take several more years 

while we continue to build additional matching funds. 
 
 


	AthensVariance2022-9.pdf
	Athens variance 9-draft
	Athens_expln 9 final




