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The New York State Regents Advisory Council on Libraries is pleased to announce that the 2015 Joseph 
F. Shubert Library Excellence Award has been awarded to the Red Hook Public Library for recognition of 
its innovative programs and successful community engagement partnership efforts. 

The Red Hook Public Library, in existence for 150 years and located in a rural area of the Mid-Hudson 
Library System, is chartered to serve a population of under 2,000. However, the library has more than 
4,500 active card holders with more than 200,000 annual visits. In recent years library visits have 
increased 516%, library program attendance has increased 140% and circulation has increased 23% due 
to the library becoming an integral part of its community and developing partnerships with both local 
and regional organizations as well as with the local school system and Bard College. Library staff recently 
revised the library’s website (www.redhooklibrary.org) and has begun issuing a monthly e-newsletter. 

In 2015, Red Hook Public Library was awarded the honor of being named a finalist for the “Best Small 
Library in America” award given by Library Journal and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. In 2014 the 
library was chosen to be one of only ten libraries nationwide to participate in ALA’s ongoing Libraries 
Transforming Communities initiative and has recently been invited by the Aspen Institute to be the only 
New York public library to participate in the Institute’s pilot project in 2015-2016.  The Red Hook Public 
Library was chosen to be a participant in New York’s ILEAD USA program due to the library’s 
collaborative efforts with its local school and college libraries in developing a mobile Makerspaces 
program. 

The award will be officially presented this October at the New York Library Association Conference in 
Lake Placid. As the 2015 Shubert Award winner, the Red Hook Public Library will receive $1,000, which is 
graciously donated by the Friends of the New York State Library, in addition to a plaque.     

Members of the Regents Advisory Council on Libraries 2015 Shubert Award Committee are Steven 
Manning, Claudia Depkin and Ann Thornton.  The Committee was uniformly enthusiastic in its decision 
to honor the Red Hook Public Library submission as an excellent example of the “spirit of the Shubert 
award”.   

The Joseph F. Shubert Excellence Award is given annually to recognize the achievements of small, 
medium and large libraries and library consortia in New York State.  The Award honors libraries or library 
consortia that have taken significant steps within the past two years to improve the quality of library 
service to users.  For more information about the Joseph F. Shubert Library Excellence Award and the 
Regents Advisory Council on Libraries, visit:  http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/adviscns/rac/index.html 
or contact the Office of the State Librarian at (518) 474-5930. 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE RED HOOK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

“THAT BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THE MID-HUDSON LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
RECOGNIZES THE RED HOOK PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR HAVING RECEIVED THE 2015 JOSEPH F. SHUBERT 
EXCELLANCE AWARD IN RECOGNITION OF ITS INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS AND SUCCESSFUL 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP EFFORTS. “ 
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